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Is Disarmament Soon to Come? 

The suggestions made by General Miles, on his 
retirement from the position of Commander of the 
Army of the United States, in reference to the re- 
duction of the armaments of the world, are a new 
evidence that the question of disarmament is becom- 
ing every day a more pressing and vital one, and 
that it cannot be put down. 

Ever since the publication of the Czar's Rescript 
five years ago, in which the emphasis was laid most 
strongly upon the burdensomeness of existing arma- 
ments and the necessity of finding relief from them, 
the question has been more and more occupying the 
thoughts of responsible statesmen and also of all 
thinking people. The judgment of the Hague Con- 
ference in the resolution which it passed on the sub- 
ject has proved itself to be, we are certain, the gen- 
eral judgment of civilized peoples : " The Conference 
considers that a limitation of the military burdens 
which at the present time weigh upon the world is 
greatly to be desired in order to the advancement of 
both the material and moral well-being of humanity." 
That was the opinion of a hundred as eminent men 



as ever came together in international council. They 
did not feel themselves authorized to go any further 
than this declaration, but many of them thought a 
good deal further, as large numbers of intelligent 
people in different countries are doing to-day. The 
question is rapidly pressing itself to the front and 
will soon have to be answered in some way. 

Just recently the English Government made it 
known that it would welcome proposals for limita- 
tion of armaments from whatever influential quarter 
they might come. That statement is in itself half a 
proposition, and makes it clear that in Great Britain 
as elsewhere the men who guide affairs feel the con- 
stant obsession of what de Witte, the manager of the 
Russian Budget, declared a little while ago to be 
" the nightmare of every European finance minister." 
The recent startling increase of England's military 
and naval expenses has alarmed the English political 
leaders and all their efforts to keep up a good coun- 
tenance are beginning to break. 

The question of disarmament has been brought 
into still greater prominence by the recent remark- 
able action of Chili and the Argentine Republic. 
These two progressive and prosperous South Ameri- 
can republics have set an example which puts to 
shame the professions of nations claiming to be much 
more advanced in civilization than they. Because 
of an acute boundary dispute between them, they had 
carried the increase of their armaments to a point 
where they had become burdensome in the extreme, 
and made the peril of war imminent. Under the in- 
fluence, however, of better counsels their govern- 
ments less than two years ago got together, had the 
boundary dispute successfully arbitrated, and then 
proceeded to relieve themselves in considerable meas 
ure of the burdens of their armaments. They agreed 
by treaty to forego the completion of the great bat- 
tleships and cruisers which were building for them 
in European shipyards, and, as is well known, four 
of these big vessels are now waiting for a buyer. 
They also agreed to take off, and have actually taken 
off, some of the larger guns from their other war- 
ships. They went still further and stipulated with 
each other to reduce their land armies to the propor- 
tions of police forces. The results of this extraordi- 
nary action, wholly unexpected in that quarter of the 
world, have been most remarkable. The two repub- 
lics under the new arrangement have the same rela- 
tive strength as they had before. The friction and 
recrimination between them have almost entirely died 



